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The apostle Andrew told his brother that Jesus was the One for whom they had been 
waiting. Just like Andrew, we too want to see Christ and support others who want to 
do so. We desire to seek and serve Christ in all people. We encounter the Holy One 
in our worship, fellowship, spiritual formation, and Christian enrichment. We hope 
that others see Christ in us as we serve our wider community through various 
ministries. 

In Galilee, when the disciples feared that they did not have enough to feed a hungry 
crowd of thousands, Andrew pointed out a youth’s five barley loaves and two fish. 
We also occasionally fear that we do not have “enough” – money, or people, or 
whatever seems required. We are at our best when we remember that God is in our 
midst and when we recognize, celebrate, and encourage the use of everyone’s gifts. 
Like Andrew and Jesus, we want to acknowledge and include those who are easily 
overlooked, in need of love and acceptance. We seek a priest who will journey with 
us – loving, encouraging, supporting, and teaching us along the way, and reminding 
us to trust, worship, and serve the God of love and abundance. 

Just as Andrew chose to follow Christ, so does St. Andrew’s on-the-Hill. A parish of 
individuals with varied life experiences and points of view, we come together to 
worship the Holy One, and to love and serve God, our neighbors, and one another. 
We welcome all to join us in service and worship. 

Introduction - St. Andrew's and Our Mission

Seeking and serving Christ in all people... 

1



A Brief History of St. Andrew's

Locally sourced...
Our beginings – St. Andrew’s on-the-Hill is part of the universal church, and deeply 
tied to southern Appalachian natural and cultural history. We are in this place 
because a wealthy industrialist chose Canton, NC for the site of a pulp mill to 
support his coated paper company in Ohio. He selected Canton for its riverside land, 
rail access, and proximity to extensive forests. Our congregation grew out of a 
mission started around 1906 by the Episcopal Missionary District of Asheville 
(forerunner to our diocese) in Canton’s “Fibreville” area, a community built for pulp 
mill workers and their families. 

Canton’s population grew rapidly along with the pulp mill and associated industries. 
The Fibreville Mission, which met in a large tent, was founded to share the Gospel 
and to teach children of mill workers. Soon a mission house was constructed on 
company land. A series of lay people taught in the mission while visiting clergy came 
to lead worship. Eventually sold to Champion Fibre Co., the building was used as a 
hospital during the typhoid epidemic of 1916. The Episcopal congregation then met 
in various temporary locations until our current worship space was built by William 
Frank Bell, a parish founder, in 1921-’22. 

Our ties to Appalachian mountains, forests, and rivers are reflected throughout our 
buildings. Depicting a mountain scene, our stained glass Pisgah window was 
designed by Priest Clarence McClellan and installed in 1923. Our primary building is 
constructed of river rocks gathered from the West Fork of the Pigeon River and 
transported 16 miles to Canton by wagon and train (above image). Our hand-planed 
pews are made from local tulip poplar trees so large that seats and backs are all of 
one piece. Our nave’s exposed wooden trusses appear to be built by millwrights 
using industrial hardware. 
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A Brief History of St. Andrew's

Modern history – Over time, the church added more buildings and further 
developed our grounds. A rectory, constructed soon after our primary building, was 
repurposed for a Christian Education building. Thirty years ago, we acquired 
property across Academy Street that included a house which has been used for 
many purposes. After serving as the Good Samaritan Clinic, it now houses our Holy 
Smoke and Backpacks of Love ministries. Parishioners later built a memorial garden 
just outside our undercroft. Most recently we constructed a themed playground with 
a wooden boat on blue repurposed rubber mulch that reminds us of Jesus and 
Andrew on the Sea of Galilee.

    

Throughout our history, our core congregation experienced waves of rising and 
falling numbers. The parish experienced significant growth from 1951-‘63. However, 
numbers later fell, and in 1977 the rector position became part time. By the 1980s 
average Sunday attendance was less than 20, and the Bishop suggested closing St 
Andrew’s. Determined to stay together, parishioners called Joel Huffstetler to serve 
full-time as Deacon-in-Charge and later as Rector. The church continued to thrive 
with the calling of Tim McRee in 1995. Around the turn of this century, average 
Sunday attendance approached 100, and we undertook a large capital improvement 
and renovation project which brought our buildings up to code and made them 
more accessible. A large elevator was installed and a three-story atrium was 
constructed. Following the 2003 General Convention, many members left St. 
Andrew's, including some who left unfulfilled pledges for paying off the building 
project. Creative and determined parishioners began Holy Smoke barbeque to pay 
off our debt. We celebrated paying off the loan early and being debt free by burning 
the mortgage in the smoker on December 2, 2012.
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Contemporary history –Like much of the world, we are being changed by the 
COVID pandemic. We are considering what matters most to us, and we are 
adapting. We realize that corporate worship, fellowship, spiritual enrichment, and 
the Episcopal liturgy are so important to us that we will do whatever it takes to 
continue. Early in the pandemic, we ventured into morning prayer with sermon via 
YouTube. When beloved Tim McRee announced his retirement after 25 years as our 
rector, we held a “Drive-Bye” to celebrate and reflect on his time with us. With 
interim priest Todd Donatelli we transitioned to worship via Zoom then eventually 
to in-person service outside in our parking lot.  Zoom allows distant members to 
participate in worship, Bible study, Centering Prayer, and book club. 

The cornerstone of present day St. Andrew's was set in 1922 (image below). Much 
has changed in the past century, but throughout our history we've found ways to be 
together and serve one another. We look forward to discovering what God will do 
with and through us in the future and we wonder who will accompany us on the 
way.

A Brief History of St. Andrew's
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The lands we call home once were inhabited by the Yuchi and Cherokee peoples 
(Native Lands Website). During Indian Removal and the Trail of Tears in the 1800s, 
Cherokee people were forced to march about 650 miles west, to what is now 
Oklahoma. Many descendants of those who evaded relocation or returned to 
ancestral lands now reside on the Qualla Boundary, about 30 miles west of Canton. 

Europeans began to arrive in the late 1780s, following the American Revolutionary 
War.  Around 1815 the first church was built in what became Canton. Canton itself 
was founded in 1889 as "Buford," then later called “Pigeon Ford." In 1893, the town 
was named for Canton, Ohio, the source of the steel for the bridge that was built 
across the Pigeon River.     

Where We Live –
Canton and Haywood County

Unto the hills... 
While our church buildings are in Canton, parishioners live throughout Haywood 
County and beyond. Nestled in the majestic Appalachian Mountains along the 
Pigeon River, Haywood County offers a relatively mild four-season climate, a 
fascinating history, and picturesque surroundings full of recreation opportunities. 

The Appalachian Mountains are among the oldest in the world. Cloaked in both 
evergreen and deciduous forests, they flow with clear, cool streams and rivers. These 
mountains have been home to people from earliest memory and attract newcomers 
to their natural resources and beauty.  
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Canton's riverside location enabled the development of industry that used water 
power. Champion Paper established a factory here, which became the largest private 
employer in the region. When Champion owners decided to end operations at the 
plant in 1997, the employees purchased the plant and formed Blue Ridge Paper 
Company, owning a 45% stake in the new company. It has since been sold to 
Evergreen Packaging. 

With a low crime rate and high-quality primary and secondary education available, 
Haywood County is a great place to start a business or raise a family.  Haywood 
County Schools recently ranked 10th out of 115 NC school districts in terms of school 
performance. The cost of living in Canton is relatively low, but with just a short drive 
(17 miles) residents can enjoy all the amenities of Asheville. Our location provides a 
quiet small-town atmosphere while at the same time offering all the conveniences of 
living near a city.

The county has an active arts and crafts network and an outstanding community 
theater. We are blessed with a nearby hospital and a comprehensive regional 
healthcare system. Haywood County is a popular vacation destination and home to 
many local festivals each year. The best-known is Folkmoot USA, an international 
folk-dance festival first held in 1984. During its history, the two-week event has 
featured around 200 groups from over 100 different countries.     

Where We Live –
Canton and Haywood County
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We gather in Canton, North Carolina to worship God using the Episcopal liturgy. 
We are a mix of newcomers, temporary and part-time residents, and long-
established Haywood County families. The diversity within our parish is expressed 
in a range of theological understandings, economic backgrounds, and political 
stances. According to Holy Cow’s Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT), we are 
highly educated. Our active parishioners include some teens and children, many 
retirees, and employees in a wide range of fields. We feel called to do much, and we 
need one another to do it.  We look for how our differences are actually strengths. 
We strive to accept, love, and encourage people as we are.

    
We value education—teaching and learning. We have many active and retired 
teachers and students in our midst. We offer a variety of Christian education/
formation/enrichment opportunities to support life-long learning. We use our 
assortment of gifts in the church and wider community. A retired college professor 
leads an adult Sunday school class. A teen created music videos to share during the 
pandemic. Builders/ contractors/ carpenters have made renovations, constructed 
furniture, and created a playground. People with financial resources make generous 
gifts. Retirees share their time. Youth share their strength and enthusiasm. Artists 
contribute their music, woodworking, fiber arts, iconography, photography, and 
other art forms. We share different spiritual practices, such as meditation and 
spiritual direction. We have a heart for service. We feed the hungry—both literally 
and figuratively.

We love to open our church buildings to the wider community. They have been used 
as a testing site for local schools and for support groups such as a Circle of Parents 
and an Alcoholic Anonymous chapter. An ecumenical pastors’ group gathers to 
discuss each week’s lectionary readings. 

Who We Are

We are an inclusive community...
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Our recent CAT survey showed a high level of satisfaction among parishioners.  The 
survey encouraged us to stay engaged and challenged us to improve communication 
and further develop Christian enrichment for our middle school and high school age 
parishioners. Some members seek deeper and more meaningful connections with 
one another. We want to continue and strengthen efforts to identify, celebrate, and 
encourage the use of one another’s gifts.

Our beautiful nave with its exposed wooden trusses looks very much like a ship. 
Although we have occasionally been tossed by storms, we are usually positioned to 
receive the power and direction of the Holy Spirit, so we sail ahead. We hope that 
our next priest will help us stay well positioned and will journey with us as we 
discover where the Holy Spirit takes us.

Who We Are
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As Episcopalians we cherish the beautiful liturgy that is our heritage. It connects us 
to other worshipers through time and place, and it is central to how we worship each 
Sunday. Our main service features music with an organ, piano, and choir using Rite 
II liturgy. In the past, we offered an early (8am) Eucharist each week using Rite I. 
Parishioners are involved in both services in roles such lay readers, acolytes, and 
chalice-bearers.
Other worship offerings have included weekly Centering Prayer and Wednesday 
evening Taizé services during Advent and Lent. Taizé is attended by those who enjoy 
the chants and liturgy of this more contemplative form of worship. Special services 
include Holy Week services, Easter vigil, and a Christmas Eve service.  We also have 
had a very popular “Blessing of the Animals” out in front of the church.   

Music for Sunday service typically features hymns from the hymnal, and some of the 
liturgy is sung as well. We have supplemental music that is more contemporary in 
our own songbook, “St. Andrew’s Sings to the Lord.” Organ music and choir 
anthems range from old church standards to classical composers to more recently 
composed works from a variety of cultures.  
Our services are generally traditional with occasional contemporary elements 
included within the main service. We strive to be a welcoming church for all points 
of view.  Scripture readings are also central to our worship of God – we are “awash 
in scripture each Sunday,” said one parishioner. A thoughtful and informative 
sermon, giving context to biblical readings, is highly valued. During communion, 
Daughters of the King offer healing prayer for all who desire it.

Our Worship

We are awash in scripture...
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Outreach

Doing for and with others...
The members of St. Andrew’s are dedicated to outreach within our broader 
community through a number of lay ministries.

Holy Smoke –  The Holy Smoke ministry raises funds by smoking and selling 
barbecue at festivals and other events in the region.  It was started to raise funds for 
the extensive renovations completed in 2003.  Dedicated members devised a plan to 
pay off that mortgage "one-butt-at-a-time."  When the mortgage was fully paid after 
just a few years, the Vestry decided to continue the ministry and use the income for 
outreach in the community. 

Backpacks of Love – Beginning in 2012 with seed money from Holy Smoke, 
Backpacks of Love addresses the problem of child hunger and food insecurity in 
Haywood County by providing nutritious and easy-to-prepare food on weekends and 
during school vacations. Through benefit fund-raisers, grants and generous 
donations we have been feeding 50-75 children every week. Our loyal crew of 
volunteers from St. Andrew’s, Harris Chapel AME Zion, and Pleasant Grove Baptist 
churches gather weekly to fill and deliver the food bags. As a by-product of our 
awareness of unmet needs in the schools we serve, many of us began assisting 
students in the Reading Buddy program to help improve reading skills. 
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Outreach

Community Kitchen – We volunteer monthly at the Canton Community Kitchen 
to feed our neighbors needing a good hot supper. This is a ministry of cooking, 
serving, washing, wiping, and sweeping as much as it is for food and fellowship. We 
were one of the founding churches in this outreach work during its inception and 
subsequent development from a small church kitchen to its current full-service 
building. 

Pathways Emergency and Short-term Adult and Family Shelter – Located 
in the Hazelwood Community, Pathways provides a dormitory-style shelter for 
individuals and families without housing. Since Pathways’ inception in 2014, the 
evening meal has been prepared and served by local churches and individual 
families. St. Andrew’s has had a presence at Pathways from the very beginning. A 
team of parishioners prepares, cooks, serves a hot meal, and provides a short 
devotional.
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Christian Formation

Godly Play – We’ve been practicing Godly Play at St. Andrew’s since before 2012. 
Godly Play is a Montessori-based method using hands-on materials to share, reflect, 
and retell stories from scripture, more recent history, or liturgy. All participants 
have an opportunity to make their own responses using the story materials, craft 
supplies, or other choices. A dedicated classroom is enriched by contributions from 
parishioners sharing their many gifts- building shelves, woodworking, painting, 
creating fiber arts, donating financial resources, and more. During the pandemic, 
we’ve gathered via Zoom for Godly Play.

Adult Faith Formation – Sunday School for adults has long been a fixture at St. 
Andrew’s Church. The format has varied considerably over the years but in 2013 the 
Senior Warden sought out a parishioner with a background in adult education to 
provide a more active and participatory format. The guiding principle of Adult Faith 
Formation is to explore through readings and discussion our lives as Christians, 
Episcopalians, and spiritual beings. In addition to our lay-led Sunday School, St. 
Andrew’s had been blessed with a priest-led weekly Bible Study. Through this 
ministry, our parishioners have experienced in-depth exegesis of entire books of the 
Bible, exploring their history and theology and leading to personal reflection and 
insight.

Youth Ministry at St. Andrew’s  Currently, we have a small handful of middle 
school/high school aged youth. We have recently partnered with the youth group at 
Grace Episcopal Church, Waynesville, to attend meetings, activities, and vacation 
bible school.  We are also blessed with an active diocesan youth program and have 
access to several events throughout the year, including youth conferences. The St. 
Andrew's Children's Fund can be used to offset the cost of participation in any 
church or diocesan event, including attendance at Camp Henry and youth 
conferences. The Children’s Fund also offers small college scholarships to St. 
Andrew’s youth - up to $1,000 a semester.

Spiritual formation for all ages and stages...
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Music Ministry – As the beloved hymn states – “When in our music God is 
glorified.” Rooted in traditional Anglican song, music at St Andrew’s is diverse and 
on any given Sunday you may hear a clarinet or violin, a saxophone or trombone, 
tambourine or dulcimer, and piano.  Yet the organ and choir are always the 
foundation of all music offered in praise to God at St Andrew’s. The parishioners add 
their voices, as they are a congregation of enthusiastic singers, and the mosaic of 
Anglican chant, classical, world music, gospel and old favorites create “music in 
which God is glorified.”

Centering Prayer – A weekly gathering for Centering Prayer meditation takes 
place on Wednesday afternoons both in person and on Zoom. Everyone is welcome, 
including members of the broader community. We simply gather and sit in silence, 
welcoming the presence of God and sending that love out into the world.

Daughters of the King –  The mission of the Order of the Daughters of the King  
is the extension of Christ’s kingdom through prayer, service, and evangelism. At 
their monthly meetings, members act on all prayer requests, have a study session, 
and seek ways to further their service to Christ. Daughters at St. Andrew’s serve at 
the behest of the parish priest and we seek to serve Christ in all persons, to strive for 
justice and peace among all people and to respect the dignity of every human being.  
We believe that prayer is the foundation from which our service grows.

Episcopal Church Women – The purpose of our ECW is to support activities 
within our church, our diocese, and our community. United Thank Offering and All 
Saints’ Memorial Day Offering are ways to support the work of the diocese. Lenten 
and Advent dinners, and our church yard sales raise money to financially support 
Thompson Children’s Home and our community outreach.

Other Ministries

Thriving as a community of ministry... 
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Lay Liturgical – St. Andrew’s has many Lay participants in the Worship Ministry. 
Licensed Worship Leaders read the Epistle and New Testament during the service. 
We also have licensed chalice bearers (Lay Eucharistic Ministers) to assist the Priest 
with Holy Communion. Lectors come from the congregation to read the Old 
Testament. In addition, there are Lay Eucharistic Visitors who take communion to 
those at home. 

We also have acolytes who serve in the Worship Service. They are torch bearers and 
crucifers and may assist the priest with the Holy Eucharist. Although not licensed, 
acolytes are trained at least yearly and are open to all ages.

Altar Guild – Our members arrive faithfully on Saturdays to set up for Sunday 
worship. Duties include putting candles on the altar, setting up a lavabo bowl with 
purificator and a cruet with water to clean the priest’s hands, and making sure all 
other liturgical items are ready for Sunday service. For communion, we bake what 
we call “Holy Bread”, which is very popular with everyone at the church. We labor 
for the beauty of the Liturgy, and it is a labor of love. 

Hospitality – Jesus often ministered through table fellowship. Our ministry is to 
organize and facilitate congregation-wide events that include food. We make sure 
the pantry is stocked and the kitchen is clean and orderly. Historically, our most 
frequent event is coffee hour after the 10:30 service each Sunday. 

Other Ministries
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 Special Events – St. Andrew’s is all about community – within and without. We 
have always been drawn to lots of fun and interesting activities. Parishioners have 
participated in neighborhood block parties with BBQ, fried fish, and lots of kid 
games; the “Read‘em and Eat” book club, reading serious books as well as silly ones; 
yard sales for fun and profit; mystery dinners (Chinese Takeout and Murder at the 
Mardi Gras) to raise money for outreach; the lunch bunch who go out for lunch after 
church on Sundays and often discuss the priest’s sermon; and men’s breakfasts. We 
are forever coming up with new and different ideas.  

Other Ministries
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We believe that stewardship is best appreciated by holistically considering our 
collective contributions of time, talents, and financial giving.  Indeed, we have many 
talents within our parish. From a financial perspective, an annual stewardship drive 
is conducted by a Stewardship Committee in order to receive pledges to help the 
Finance Committee develop a “spending plan” (budget) for the following year.  

     

Our Finances

Stewardship – purposely using God's gifts

Offerings (including pledge, plate, 
and other regular support) have 
accounted for ~99% of our annual 
operating revenues (prior 5-year 
average: 99.2%; range: 
97.3%-100%); non-operating 
revenues (e.g., special funds for 
capital projects, investment funds, 
grants, and contributions for 
outreach and mission programs) 
are also an important part of our 
annual financial portfolio. 
Although non-operating revenue 
may fluctuate year-to-year 
(Figure 1), our annual operating 
revenue has been steady and is 
consistent with the spending plan 
put forth by the Finance 
Committee and approved by the 
Vestry. 
Operating expenses (Figure 2) 
are generally “the routine annual 
and planned expenses of the 
parish” while non-operating 
expenses may include major 
improvements, capital 
expenditures, and funds 
transmitted to other organizations 
(including outreach efforts).  

Figure 2. 
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Our operating expenses consist of personnel expenses, diocesan pledge, facilities 
and maintenance, utilities, and other administrative and programming costs. 
Together, the operating and non-operating expenses make up our total expenses 
(Figure 3).

We have financial assets in excess of $1,300,000 (see below) and are debt-free. 
Much of our reserve funding is invested through the Self-Help Credit Union to 
purposely help strengthen local community organizations and businesses –especially 
those owned by people of color, women, rural residents, and low-wealth families and 
communities. We are in sound financial shape and we have many other talents and 
resources within our Parish. Proceeds from our Holy Smoke ministry support 
outreach and mission work. Yard sales and other gifts of time and talents (e.g., 
construction, contracting, grant writing) are also major gifts within our parish that 
often help us meet our stewardship goals.

Assets (June 2021): $1,309,911

● Checking: $9,589
● Money Market Account: $85,000
● Reserves (Savings): $60,000 (5-year CDs)
● Hope for the Future Fund: $167,183 (Investments), $3,090

(Distributable)
● Children’s Fund Investments: $141,295 (Investments), $27,651

(Distributable)
● Backpacks of Love (Outreach): $24,603 (Checking); $24,000 (5-year

CDs)
● Land and Buildings: $767,500

Our Finances
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We seek both a servant-leader and a teacher who can help us in our individual and 
collective faith journeys. We don’t expect our next priest to do it all – indeed, our 
church is led by the laity in many cases. We do seek someone who will recognize, 
celebrate, and encourage the use of every parishioner’s gifts as we seek to make the 
love of God known to the world.  

We have a diverse set of opinions, and recognize that our next priest must, at times, 
help us identify when we need to go in another direction, in spite of our desires or 
past traditions. We seek a leader who is able to serve as the “glue” that connects the 
varied parts of our worship, educational, and outreach ministries – someone who 
can help us build teams and connect individuals.  

We seek a priest who will celebrate the Eucharist enthusiastically, embracing the 
best of St. Andrew’s traditions. We are searching for an individual who is bold from 
the pulpit with a gift for narrative. The ability to explore the historical and cultural 
context of biblical texts, and how they apply today, is very important. We would 
value a priest who delights in the role of teacher, and who speaks from the heart 
when delivering their message.  

The priest-in-charge will work closely with the Vestry, Wardens, our small church 
staff, and other parishioners, and will need to have a keen attention to detail and be 
willing to “meet people where they are,” especially as it relates to technology and 
communication. Our priest will, at times, serve as the face of St. Andrew’s during 
events or initiatives that impact or include the broader community (e.g., ecumenical 
ministry networks, pastors weekly liturgical study group).  

We are looking for a person who will love and encourage parishioners who hold a 
spectrum of theological understandings and political leanings.  We need a priest to 
reach into our community, spread the message of St. Andrew’s, and help us continue 
to grow the church. A sense of humor will be very useful. We look forward to sharing 
laughs, friendship, and a sense of community with our next leader as we discover 
and experience the power of the Holy Spirit among God’s people. 

Most of all we need someone with a strong pastoral calling: someone who will be 
with us when we celebrate and when we grieve, to be our guide in times of doubt and 
confusion, helping us to see the future and to know God's love is with us.

Our Next Priest

Seeking together...
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We have much to offer our next priest. We offer our beautiful stone church 
constructed in 1922 with an interior as beautiful as when it was built. A two-story 
addition in the 1960s added office space, and a major capital campaign in 2003 
resulted in many improvements, including the addition of an elevator and vestibule 
to make the church ADA compliant and modernization of the HVAC and electrical 
systems.
The Christian Education building, originally used as the rectory, is right next door.  
It was also modernized in 2003 to create classroom and meeting spaces. Across the 
street is the Sherman House, a one-story structure with a partial basement. Over the 
years it has had various functions, and now houses the Backpacks of Love and Holy 
Smoke ministries. We can boast of a wonderful music program led by parish 
musician Ann Tiner.  The church has a fairly new organ and a recently restored 
grand piano for use during worship services.  
We are blessed with beautiful mountain landscapes. The Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park is about an hour away; national forests, hiking, and biking trails are 
even closer. The Blue Ridge Parkway, another national treasure, runs through 
Haywood County. The region has a very enjoyable climate featuring four seasons of 
mild weather. We tend to get lots of rain, so nature stays very green here. Lake 
Logan, a vibrant Episcopalian conference center is just 12 miles from Canton.

Our towns of Canton, Clyde, Maggie Valley, and Waynesville each have a friendly, 
small-town feel. The nearby city of Asheville, with many entertainment venues and 
cultural attractions, is high on many national lists of desirable locations. We hope 
our next priest will continue to be active in the Canton Missional Network. This 
group of local clergy is a valuable resource that meets weekly to discuss lectionary 
readings and other timely topics.  
And most importantly, we have the parishioners of St. Andrew’s. We are a lay-
centric parish with the structures and networks already set up for a strong, active lay 
ministry. St. Andrew's is a well-educated and intellectually diverse parish, receptive 
to challenging sermons and discussion. We are an engaged congregation with a 
commitment to helping those around us.

What We Offer Our Next Priest

We offer ourselves and our places...
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  The Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina 

THE RT. REV. JOSÉ A. MCLOUGHLIN 

BISHOP 

Dear Prospective Candidates: 

Thank you for your interest in the Diocese of Western North Carolina and, particularly, your interest in St. 

Andrew's on-the-Hill.  The congregation will tell you their story in this Profile.  Please allow me to tell you

a bit of the story of our Diocese. 

Our diocese consists of 28 counties in Western North Carolina.  We are made up of 62 parishes and six 

summer chapels and worshipping communities.  Around 15,000 people make up the Diocese.  Although we 

have several larger churches, many of our towns and parishes are smaller in size, but just as strong in faith.  

We are, of course, situated in or near beautiful mountains, streams, and valleys. 

That is a demographic view of the Diocese.  We are so much more.  Our mission statement is: “Walk in the 

Way. Widen the Walls. Wake up the World.”  This mission statement guides all we do to serve God’s people 

and share the love of Christ. 

Our clergy are collegial, friendly and committed to serve our Lord.  If you are called to serve here, you will 

participate in Fresh Start to help you become acclimated to the Diocese and have a support group among your 

fellow presbyters, including a mentor. 

We are a diocese of faithful lay people and clergy striving to better know Christ and to serve God in many, 

many ways.  Our parishes are sometimes very different, but they are all drawn together by a call to serve and a 

sense that they are part of the wider Body of Christ.   

May God bless you and the Discernment Committee as you begin a process of mutual discernment.  

Faithfully,

+José A. McLoughlin

VII Bishop, Western North Carolina
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  The Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina 

The Episcopal Diocese of Western North Carolina has more than 15,000 members who worship 
in 62 year-round congregations and 6 summer chapels in the 28 western counties of North 
Carolina. There are two conference centers (Lake Logan Episcopal Center and Valle Crucis); 
Deerfield Retirement Community; and Christ School in Asheville. 

Our bishop is the Rt. Rev. José Antonio McLoughlin. Before coming to us, he had been a parish 
priest in Virginia and Florida and Canon to the Ordinary in the Diocese of Oklahoma. A native of 
Puerto Rico, he had a career in criminal justice before answering a call to ministry. 

The diocese originated as a Missionary District in 1895, primarily ministering in small mountain 
towns. It became a diocese in 1922. Over the years, the Spirit has led it to meet the needs of a 
changing region. The Church of the Advocate, for example, is dedicated to serving the homeless, 
the vulnerable, and the street people of urban Asheville. There are growing Hispanic and Latino 
ministries as well as Canterbury programs for college students. Our commitment to meeting 
global needs has led to companion relationships spearheaded at the local parish level. St. 
Andrew's on-the-Hill has a strong and positive relationship with our diocese. In all its work, the
diocese seeks to “Walk in the Way. Widen the Walls. Wake Up the World.” 

Learn More: 

www.diocesewnc.org 
www.vcconferences.org 
www.lakelogan.org 
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Thank you for considering St. Andrew's 0n-the-Hill.  We pray that our parish profile 
has spoken to you and the Holy Spirit will guide you to us. If you feel called, please 
submit the following documents to The Rev. Canon Augusta Anderson 
(canonaugusta@diocesewnc.org).

• Letter of interest
- Expressing how you feel called to St. Andrew's-on-the-Hill

     -Addressed to the Discernment Committee, e-mailed to Canon Anderson
• Resume
• OTM Profile

Discernment Committee Members

Brian Byrd, Chairperson
Charles Band, Vestry Representative
Charles Marth
Elaine Mills
Vicki Russell
Anna-Catherine Super
Augusta Anderson, Canon to the Ordinary and Discernment Consultant

How to Apply

Learn more about St. Andrew's on-the-Hill at our website:  

www.standrewscanton.org
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Canton Shops and Restaurants
BearWaters Brewing Company
J-RO’s Burgers and Subs
Papertown Coffee
Pigeon River Mercantile
Hazelwood Soap Company
Southern Porch Kitchen and Drink
Willow Hill Soap Company

Additional Business Listings

Chamber of Commerce, Towns, Museums, and Tourism Board
Canton Area Historical Museum
Haywood Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development
Haywood County Tourism Development Authority
Shelton House Museum
Town of Canton
Town of Waynesville
Town of Maggie Valley

Schools, Colleges, and Libraries
Haywood County School System
Shining Rock Classical Academy (Public Charter School)
Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College
Haywood Community College
University of North Carolina at Asheville
Western Carolina University 
Haywood County Library

Community Arts
Haywood Arts Regional Theatre (HART) 
Haywood Arts Council 
Haywood Arts Council Studio Tour
Voices in the Laurel (Choir for Young People)
Haywood Community Band

Health and Wellness
Haywood Regional Hospital
Haywood Regional Fitness Center
Mission Health System
Waynesville Recreation Center

Appendix: Local and Regional Websites & Resources
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https://www.bearwatersbrewing.com/
https://www.jrosburgers.com/
https://www.papertown.coffee/
https://pigeonrivermerc.com/
https://hazelwoodsoapcompany.com/
https://www.southern-porch.com/
https://www.willowhillsoapcompany.com/
https://www.cantonnc.com/business-listings/
https://www.blueridgeheritage.com/destinations/canton-area-historical-museum/
https://www.haywoodchamber.com/
https://haywoodtda.com/
https://sheltonhouse.org/
https://www.cantonnc.com/
https://www.waynesvillenc.gov/
https://www.maggievalley.org/
https://www.haywood.k12.nc.us/
https://srca.cfacademy.school/
https://abtech.edu/
https://www.haywood.edu/
https://www.unca.edu/
http://www.wcu.edu/
https://haywoodlibrary.org/
https://www.harttheatre.org/
https://www.haywoodarts.org/
https://www.haywoodarts.org/studio-tour/
https://www.voicesinthelaurel.org/
http://www.haywoodcommunityband.org/
https://www.myhaywoodregional.com/
https://www.myhaywoodregional.com/locations/haywood-regional-health-fitness-center
https://missionhealth.org/
https://www.waynesvillenc.gov/departments/parks-recreation/waynesville-recreation-center


Conference Centers and Retreats
Lake Logan (Episcopal Conference Center)
Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center

Outdoor Recreation
Appalachian Trail 
Blue Ridge Parkway 
Cataloochee Ski Area
Chestnut Mountain Nature Park
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Pisgah National Forest

Local News and Radio
The Mountaineer 
Smoky Mountain News 
WLOS
Blue Ridge Public Radio (NPR for WNC)
WNCW Public Radio

Eastern Band of the Cherokee Nation/Native Americans
Native Lands Map 
Museum of the Cherokee Indian 
Unto These Hills and Oconaluftee Indian Village 

Community Outreach 
Canton Community Kitchen
Canton Missional Network
Haywood Habitat for Humanity
Haywood Meals on Wheels
Haywood Pathways Center

Travel 
Asheville Regional Airport
Allegiant Airlines
American Airlines
Delta Airlines
United Airlines

Appendix: Local and Regional Websites & Resources
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https://www.lakelogan.org/
https://www.lakejunaluska.com/
https://www.nps.gov/appa/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/blri/index.htm
https://cataloochee.com/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d75d6b2e41354d5a975d854f68248011
https://www.nps.gov/grsm/index.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recarea/?recid=48114
https://www.themountaineer.com/
https://smokymountainnews.com/
https://wlos.com/
https://www.bpr.org/%22%20%5Cl%20%22stream/0
https://www.wncw.org/
https://native-land.ca/
https://mci.org/
https://www.cherokeehistorical.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CantonTCK/
https://www.cantonmissional.org/
https://haywoodhabitat.org/
https://www.haywoodcountync.gov/433/Meals-on-Wheels
https://www.haywoodpathwayscenter.org/
https://flyavl.com/
http://allegiantair.com/
http://aa.com/
http://delta.com/
http://united.com/
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